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DURING SIEBOLD’S STAY IN JAPAN between 1823 and 1829 
he continued  the work of his predecessors on the botany 
of Japan. The German physician Engelbert Kaempfer and the 
Swedish doctor Carl Peter Thunberg had already written two 
books that described part of the Japanese fl ora. Thunberg had 
also introduced the classifi cation system of Linnaeus to Japan, 
something Siebold highly appreciated. According to Siebold, 
these two books encompassed two-thirds of the entire botany; 
he considered it his mission to make a full description. 

With the help of one of his students, Kō Ryōsai, painter 
Kawahara Keiga and a physician from Nagoya, Itō Keisuke, 
Siebold collected and made fi ne botanical drawings of many 
plants. On his court visit to Edo these three accompanied him 
and made it possible to add many plants to their inventory. 

Back in Europe, Siebold met the German botanist Joseph 
Gerhard Zuccarini from Munich. Together they formulated 
a plan to publish the Flora Japonica and other botanical works. 
Zuccarini took care of the description in Latin, while Siebold 
provided the Japanese and Chinese names, a description of 
where they grew, their use, cultivation and history in French. 
It were these last additions that made these publications so 
valuable. However, when Zuccarini died, the project stagnated. 
After Siebold’s death the Director of the National Herbarium 
completed fi ve more issues which included a large number of 

new plants, many of which he dedicated to Siebold and 
his helpers. Unfortunately, he died before he could complete 
the task, leaving the Flora Japonica unfi nished to this day.

Siebold’s infl uence on the European botany, then, is rather 
important. Still today, there are plants which bear his name, 
such as Hosta sieboldiana, while others refer to their origins 
in Japan like Fatsia japonica. Interestingly, Siebold named the 
large blue hydrangea, Hydrangea otaksa, after his Japanese 
wife, Otaki. All these plants are now common species in 
the European garden.

Inspired by this extraordinary individual, the Association of 
Botanical Artists of the Netherlands created paintings of the 
best known plants that Siebold introduced to the Netherlands. 
These unique watercolours form the basis of a new exhibition 
at the SieboldHouse in Leiden –  ‘Siebold’s Flower Garden’. 
The exhibition also features volumes of the Flora Japonica 
as well as drawings by Kawahara Keiga and material collected 
by Itō Keisuke. Together with the original specimens planted 
by Siebold in the Botanic Garden in Leiden, this exhibition 
gives a broad account of Siebold’s achievements regarding 
the advancement of Japanese plants in Europe.

The exhibition is accompanied by a catalogue. In addition, 
a programme of lectures and workshops is scheduled. 

PROGRAMME

April 25 14.00h Siebold and botany 
  Lecture by Carla Teune 
  in the SieboldHuis

May 2 14.00h Botanical paintings in Japan
  Lecture by Wulan Remmelink 
  in the SieboldHuis

May 9 11.00h & 14.00h Workshop Ikebana 
  in the SieboldHuis, fee €25

May 16 12.00h Sunday walk
  Siebold and the Hortus, 
  Botanical Garden Leiden

June 6 12.00h-15.30h Workshop ‘Drawing outdoors’ 
  in the Botanical Garden Leiden, 
  Fee €10 including coff ee/tea 
  and drawing material

Please reserve in advance at the SieboldHuis 
or the Botanical Garden. For further information: 
www.sieboldhuis.org

The impact Philipp Franz von Siebold made on the garden fl ora of Europe remains 
fairly unknown. At the beginning of the 19th century, Siebold returned to the 
Netherlands from Japan with a collection of 700 (living) plants. He cultivated these 
specimens in his own garden and planted 30 of them in the Botanic Garden in 
Leiden, which still features 15 of the original plants today. The introduction of the 
hydrangea, camellia, Japanese anemone and many other plants into the European 
garden had become a fact.

Fig. 1

Ginkgo biloba, 

by Dick Smit. 

Fig. 2

Wisteria sinensis, by 

Jacomien van Andel. 

Fig. 3

Roze anemoon, 

Anemone hupehensis 

japonica, by Anita 

Walsmit Sachs. 

Fig. 4

Iris ensata, by 

Trisnati Noto Soeroto. 

Competition
WIN A CHANCE to participate for 
free in a three day workshop on

‘Botanical drawing’ by sending your
best watercolour to: 

Mrs. Anita Walsmit-Sachs, 
Nationaal Herbarium, 
Postbus 9514, 
2300 RA Leiden. 

For further information 
and reservations via 
e-mail: anitaws@xs4all.nl

This exhibition has been realised in 
cooperation with the Association of 
Botanical Artists of the Netherlands, 
Botanic Garden Leiden and the 
Center for Biodiversity Netherlands.
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