
Pages 24-25
Werner Breitung’s geographical contribution highlights  
the territorial ambiguity of Macao. There is a lack of  
clear historical records regarding the exact administrative  
agreement forged between the Chinese and Portuguese  
in relation to Macao, and the territory never clearly  
belonged exclusively to one or the other power.

Pages 30-31
Macao has long been known for tolerating vices  
forbidden in surrounding territories. Its liminal identity 
proved useful to various actors; Britain was one such  
actor with an interest in the enclave – discussed  
here by historian Rogerio Puga. 

Page 34
Sonny Lo presents the challenges of establishing a civil  
society in Macao. The city’s rapid economic development 
(mainly in casino sector) has led to a disconnected and 
materialistic middle class that has essentially abandoned 
political advocacy and democratic struggle.

Page 36
The Focus is concluded by a review of a four-volume  
reference work recently published by the University  
of Macau, arguably the most comprehensive resource  
available for Portuguese literate scholars interested  
in the city. The review has been provided by  
eminent historian Roderich Ptak.

Pages 26-27
Cathryn Clayton comments on the unique form of shared 

sovereignty through which both Portugal and China  
extended limited authority over different dimensions of 

Macao and its population. Clayton refers to it as  
Macao’s ‘sort-of sovereignty’.

Pages 32-33
Today the Macanese and Portuguese communities  
combined comprise only a small percentage of the  

population of Macao. The Macanese, or ‘Sons of the Earth’, 
 and their disappearing Patuá, are the subject of  

the contribution by Elisabela Larrea.

Page 35
Andy Fuller also comments on Macao’s disconnected  

population, including the many members who have no  
enduring civil commitment to the city, and looks at the 

complexities of establishing normalized everyday  
urban life for the heterogeneous population.
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The Focus 
The ongoing story of Macao

Pages 21-23
Guest editor Tim Simpson introduces the  

ongoing story of Macao, the first (and ultimately, 
the last) European territory in Asia. The tiny city  
has effectively bookended the global era of the 

last half millennia, starting with the Portuguese 
claiming it in 1557, and now continuing to  

play a rather remarkable role in the circulations  
of subjects, cultures, and capital. 


