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Programmes

Trans-Himalayan database development: China and the
subcontinent (Phase I)

Care of the aged: gender, institutional provisions and
social security in India, the Netherlands and Sri Lanka

The project’s main goal is to combine the database of cognate
words in Tibeto-Burman languages, maintained by the Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology (Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences) with language data of the George van Driem
Himalayan Languages Project (Leiden University) to create a
joint, online database of Tibeto-Burman languages with a mirror-site in Leiden. The project’s second objective is to continue documentation of endangered Tibeto-Burman languages
in China in cooperation with the Institute of Ethnology and
Anthropology.

This IDPAD/IIAS comparative research project addresses the
implications of population aging for the social security and
health care of elderly people. As the experience of ageing is
gendered and can vary according to class, caste, and religion,
the project addresses different social and economic groups,
with an emphasis on women.
Coordinator: Carla Risseeuw

Energy programme Asia
This programme on the geopolitics of energy focuses on Chinese,
Indian, Japanese and South Korean strategies to secure oil and
natural gas from the Caspian region (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Iran, and Russia) and the Persian Gulf. The programme is institutionally supported by IIAS and the Clingendael International Energy Programme (CIEP), Den Haag.
Coordinator: Mehdi Parvizi Amineh

Indonesianisasi and nationalization
From the 1930s to the early 1960s, the Indonesian economy
transformed from a ‘colonial’ economy, dominated by the
Dutch, to a ‘national’ economy in which indigenous business
assumed control. This NIOD project explores this transformation, studying the late-colonial era as well as the Japanese
occupation, the Revolution and the Sukarno period. Two issues
are given special attention: Indonesianisasi and nationalization, in particular the expropriation of Dutch corporate assets
in Indonesia in 1957-58.
Coordinator: J. Thomas Lindblad

Illegal but licit: transnational flows and permissive
polities in Asia
This research programme analyses forms of globalisationfrom-below, transnational practices considered acceptable
(licit) by participants but which are often illegal in a formal
sense. It explores limitations of ‘seeing like a state’, and instead
privileges the perspectives of participants in these illegal but
licit transnational flows.
Coordinator: Willem van Schendel

Islam in Indonesia: the dissemination of religious authority in the 20th and early 21st centuries
Forms and transformations of religious authority among the
Indonesian Muslim community are the focus of this research
programme. The term authority relates to persons and books
as well as various other forms of written and non-written references. Special attention is paid to the production, reproduction and dissemination of religious authority in the fields
of four sub-programmes: ulama (religious scholars) and fatwas; tarekat (mystical orders); dakwah (propagation of the
faith); and education.
Coordinator: Nico Kaptein

Socio-genetic marginalization in Asia
The development and application of new biomedical and
genetic technologies have important socio-political implications. This NWO/ASSR/IIAS research programme aims to
gain insight into the ways in which the use of and monopoly
over genetic information shape and influence population policies, environmental ethics and biomedical and agricultural
practices in various Asian religious and secular cultures and
across national boundaries.
Coordinator: Margaret Sleeboom-Faulkner

Syntax of the languages of southern China
This project aims to achieve a detailed description and in-depth
analysis of a limited number of syntactic phenomena in six languages, both Sinitic and non-Sinitic, spoken in the area south
of the Yangtze River. The project will systematically compare
these descriptions and analyses to contribute to the development of the theory of language and human language capacity.
Coordinator: Rint Sybesma

For more information on IIAS research: www.iias.nl
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Coordinator: Katia Chirkova

Networks
ABIA South and Southeast Asian art and archaeology index
The Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology is an annotated bibliographic database for publications covering South
and Southeast Asian art and archaeology. The project was
launched by IIAS in 1997 and is currently coordinated by the
Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology of the University of
Kelaniya, Colombo, Sri Lanka. The database is freely accessible at www.abia.net. Extracts from the database are also available as bibliographies, published in a series by Brill. The project receives scientific support from UNESCO.
Coordinator: Ellen Raven
www.abia.net

Changing labour relations in Asia
CLARA aims towards a comparative and historical understanding of labour relations in different parts of Asia, including changes within national economies, links to international markets and the nature of state intervention. It focuses on
five overlapping themes: the labour process, labour mobility,
labour consciousness, gendered labour and labour laws and
labour movements.
Coordinator: Ratna Saptari

Comparative
Intellectual
Histories of
Early Modern
Asia

Transnational society, media, and citizenship
This multidisciplinary network studies the complex nature of
contemporary cultural identities and the impact of the globalization of information and communication technologies on
the (re)construction of these identities. The programme is
based in the Netherlands while the projects are carried out at
numerous fieldwork sites.

IIAS Masterclass
30 May - 2 June 2006
Leiden, the Netherlands

Coordinator: Peter van der Veer

Led by:

Initiatives
Development of space technology in Asia
The space age has dramatically impacted all nations. In Asia,
the ‘space-faring nations’ of India, China and Japan have successfully developed space technologies and applications. Other
Asian nations have readily adopted these applications, including satellites for telecommunications, for gathering data on
the weather, and environmental and earth resources. IIAS has
initiated a series of workshops on the topic.
Coordinator: David Soo

Intermediated cross-border marriages in
East and Southeast Asia
The past decade has seen a rapid increase in the intra-Asia
flow of brides, particularly between Southeast and East Asia.
While in Europe intermediated marriages continue to be seen
as a form of the commodification of women, recent scholarship in intra-Asia cross-border marriages challenges this dominant view.
Coordinator: Melody Lu

Piracy and robbery on the Asian seas
Acts of piracy loom large in Asian waters, with the bulk of all
officially reported incidents of maritime piracy occurring in
Southeast Asia during the 1990s. This is of serious concern
to international shipping, as the sea-lanes between East Asia,
the Middle East, and Europe pass through Southeast Asia.
IIAS and the Centre for Maritime Research at the University
of Amsterdam are currently identifying issues and concerns,
and are delineating core elements of an interdisciplinary
research programme on piracy and robbery at sea in Asia.

Sheldon Pollock (William B. Ransford Professor of Sanskrit and South Asian Studies,
Columbia University, New York, USA)
How to understand the logic of an intellectual order founded upon ideologies
of continuity and preservation, rather than ideologies of improvement and obsolescence? A comparative intellectual history of the early modern world (15001800) can address this question more effectively and develop a more heuristically powerful theory than can any one scholarly tradition investigated in
isolation. This masterclass will bring together experts in the field of Sinology,
Indology and Middle Eastern studies to consider shared issues not only in the
historiography of early modern knowledge, but also in the theoretical challenges
we must confront in writing the intellectual history of the non-West, where even
the terms of the theme ‘intellectual’ and ‘history’ do not go without saying. The
focus will be put on three forms of knowledge: aesthetics, political thought, and
moral philosophy.
Also presenting:

Michael Cook (Professor of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University, USA)
Benjamin Elman (Professor of East Asian History, Princeton University, USA)
Quentin Skinner (Professor of History, Cambridge University, UK)
Deadline for registration:

15 April 2006
Registration and information:

International Institute for Asian Studies
Manon Osseweijer
PO Box 9515
2300 RA Leiden
T +31 (0)71 527 2227
F +31 (0)71 527 4162
m.osseweijer@let.leidenuniv.nl
www.iias.nl

Coordinators: Wim Stokhof and John Kleinen
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